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Gulf Oil Spill: How 

you can help

Congresswoman Chellie Pingree introduces legislation to 
collect royalties on spilled oil

June 14, 2010 11:12 AM 

Says BP owes taxpayers for oil spilled into Gulf 

 

Congresswoman Chellie Pingree has introduced a bill that would force BP 

to pay royalties on all the oil that has spilled from its well in the Gulf of 

Mexico. 

  

“Not only does BP need to pay for the incredible economic and environmental damage 

they’ve done,” Pingree said.  “They also owe the American people for the millions of gallons 

of oil they have spilled into the Gulf of Mexico.” 

 

Oil companies pay royalties on oil they collect and sell from offshore wells but current law 

allows federal agencies leeway and requires a finding of negligence when deciding whether 

to charge BP royalties for the spilled oil.  Pingree’s bill, the Spilled Oil Royalty Collection Act, 

removes those conditions and requires BP to pay for all the oil that comes out of the 

damaged well. 

  

“It’s simple—BP drilled that well and they are responsible for the spilled oil,” Pingree said.  

“They shouldn’t be able to find a legal loophole that gets them off the hook.”  

  

“BP’s CEO is on TV saying his company will ‘make it right,’ but we should have more than 

just a TV commercial to go on,” she said. “We need the force of law to make sure they pay 

every penny they owe us.” 

  

Pingree has called for all oil spill royalties—likely to be in the hundreds of millions of dollars—

Subscribe to my RSS Feed

alternative 
energy
Air Station
Pingree
energy
development
recovery
jobs
reform
waterfront

In This Section

Recent Press Releases

Legislation

Photo Gallery

Videos

  

CC

Page 1 of 2Congresswoman Chellie Pingree introduces legislation to collect royalties on spilled oil | Congres...

6/15/2010http://pingree.house.gov/2010/06/congresswoman-chellie-pingree-introduces-legislation-to-collect...



to be used to pay environmental fees for offshore wind and tidal power projects.  
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