
AGRICULTURe. NU-mITIOIIJ.
AND FORO:S'TRy

ARMED SE~VlcliS

BANKING. HOUSING, AND
UF\~AN AFFAIRS

ilUDGET

WAYNE ALLA.RD

COlDRAOO

DI~..e" S!"AT~ QI'f"," BuIlDItOG. Sum; .2~

F~"E 1202) 22~"1
I'AX (2IJ21 224-"54?1

mnjtrd .,smt[.5 ~[ngt[
WASHINGTON, DC 205'0-0606

January 8, 2002

The Honorable Christine Todd Whitman
Administrator
Environmental.Protection Agency
401 M Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administra~or Whitman:

I appreciate your December 27, 2001, response to the questions
that I posed to you about the future of the Office of the
Ombudsman. It is now my understanding that the move of the
Office of the Ombudsman under the jurisdiction of the.Office of
Inspector General will officially occur January 13, 2002. .

As you indicated, this move was recommended by a GAO study.
Ho...'ever, the negative :results. of this .decision mu.st be considered
-Congress must have time to fully analyze the repercussions of
this move before it occurs.

A5 we discussed Friday, investigation5 by the Office of the
Ombudsman have had direc~ effects on the constituents of my
state. It is important that the Office continue co have
sufficient freedom to conduct similar investigations.

In light of this, and your answers to the questions posed in my
December 6 letter, I must request that you delay transfer of the
Office of the Ombudsman until further analysis of 'the et:'fects of
this move ca~ be made.
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