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tractor to help with the task, com-
pany officials said.
Acquisition  Solutions Inc.,

which employs scores of former
government procurement officials,
is providing technical advice, help-
ing to draft contracts with other
contractors and working as tempo-
rary support staff at FEMA to re-

place workers sent to the Gulf
Coast, the officials said. Their focus
is on advtsmg the government on
how to find ways to speed the proc-
ess

The Oakton-based company i8

one of several private firms that
support the government’s depleted
acquisition workforce, which was

Stocks

Out Procurement

cut in half in the 1990s. It has
worked with FEMA's procurement
office for several years, according
to founder and partner Charles

" “Chip” Mather, and added workers

after Katrina struck. Government
procurement records show that FE-
MA paid the company $1.4 million
in fiscal 2004.

A FEMA spokesman said yester-
day that the agency is getting help
on contracting from other parts of
the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. He declined to answer ques-
tions about Acquisition Solutions’
work for the agency.




Contract for Contracting

FEMA, From D1

ment in Congress to break down
the red tape even more by loos-
ening contracting laws — a move-
ment that’s drawing fire from gov-
emment watchdogs who worry
that as an unprecedented tide of
money flows to contractors, the
rules should be getting more strict.

A bill introduced in the House

' 'thxsweekbyRep Kenny Marchant
- (RTex.) and

by Rep.
Thomas M. Davis Il (R-Va:) would
waive rules for congressional notifi-
cation of certain no-bid purchases
and allow agencies to treat purchas-
es associated with emergency relief
as “commercial” even when they’re
not. The commercial designation
eases requirements on contractors
to provide the cost and pricing data
the government usually requires as
an oversight tool to protect against
fraud, waste and abuse.

Davis said the bill is intended to
speed aid to disaster victims, but
some procurement law experts said
it would do little to help agencies
get money out the door faster and
could end up exposing the govern-
ment to fraud.

The lack of a paper trail, they
said, would make it nearly impos-
sible for government investigators
ht.;x audit the contracts down the

e,

“There are posslbilma for abuse
— lots of big ones,” said Joshua L.
Schwartz, co-director of the gov-
ermment procurement law program
at George Washington Umverslty
“This is not a finely honed in-
strument or a tweak. This is Tom
Davis saying all our procurement
could be done under other-than-
competitive procedures.”

Schwartz is a member of a feder-
al advisory panel examining pro-
curement reform, one that Davis
was instrumental in creating.

The legislation would apply only
to purchases related to an officially
designated national emergency or

Katrina’s Economic Toll

307,104
customers remain without power
in Louisiana and Mississippi,
down from a peak of 2.7 million.
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4' refineries remain off line.

_ 0/, Oil production is down
56 /0 from normal levels.

_340/ Natural gas production
0 is down from normal
levels.

L OMANES. -
» Beginning Tuesday, Southwest
Airfines will fly two daily round trips
between Louis Armstrong New .

Orleans intemnational Airport and
Houston's Hobby Airport.

Easier Access to 401(k) Plans

The Internal Revenue Service and Labor Department have eased
administrative requirements to make it easier for hurricane
victims to obtain loans from their retirement accountsorto
make hardship withdrawals. Loans are tax-free if repaid within
five years, and Congress has waived the withdrawal penalty.
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BeillSouth lines out of service,
down from a peak
of 1.75 million.
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Average per gallon for regular unleaded

US. Metro area
Yesterday $2.887 $3.058
Thursday 2915 3. 094
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major disaster. But those designa-
tions are fairly common. Everyymr
there are several dozen major dis-
asters and national emergencies,
including ones related to terrorist
attacks.

Government watchdog groups
said yesterday that the bill would
ency when it came to any purchase
thatcouldbehnkedtoanemergen
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was especially concerned that an in-

GRAPHIC BY THE WASHINGTON POST

creased number of Defense and

Homeland _Security _department

purchases would be conducted
through no-bid contracts and with-

out vital information from contrac-
tors.

"Robert White, a spokesman for
Davis, said the additional powers
would be used only rarely, in cases
where an agency’s head signs off on
the need for a faster process.

“This is about getting the gov-
ernment to move faster in times of
emergency, and it’s about saving
lives,” White said.




