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The Top 10
Geographic breakdown of
federal doUars awarded so
far for Katrina cleanup.
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Companies outside the tJu-ee states most aHect-
ed by Hurricane Katrina have receiwd more than
90 percent of the JOOney from prime federal c0n-
tracts for ~ and rec0n-
struction of the Gulf Coast, ac-cording to an analysis of . "17le large j

available government data. .
The analysis by The Wa8bjDg- agencres kn4

ton Poet takes into account only large natiol
the first wave of federal con- '.
tracts, those that had been en- corpo,ration
tered in detail into ~ Iep. a d2.m-.-M~~ as of yesterday. To-

gether they are valued at more
than $2 billion. Congress has aJ-
located more than $60 billion for the reOO\'ery ef-
fort, and the ultimate total is expected to rise far
highe:

But already the trend toward out-of~ firms
is clear, despite pledges by ~tion officials
that federal funds for Katrina relief will become an
engine of local economic redewlopment. Among
the contracts analyzed, 3.8 percent of the money
went to companies that listed an AJabama ad- See CONTRACI'S. D3. Col. I
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Workers from SUllivan Trucking Co. of Kentucky, a FEMA contractor, clean debris from homes in New Orleans.

By GB.IPP WITrE, REHAB MEBLE dress, 2.8 percent to fimI8 in Louisiana and just
and DEREK: WILLIS 1.8 percent went for Mississippi contractors. Tak-
Washington Post SlaffWrims 81 together, that amounts to less than $200 mil-

lion.
The lack of contracts for firms in the devastat-

ed area has angered local political and IxISiness
~ who say they fear that even with the IDa&-

sive commitment of federal mon-
ey, the region's recovery will be

ederaL stymied if ftmds priman1y flow
the into the pockets of large, out..of.

OW state corporations. It has also

wi raised the ire of sman-business
" advocat"-'8. who say the govern.

S. ment has tilted the playing field
Ies W. "CIdp~ against the comparijes that most
PIckeriag II. desperately need the worlc..

'"The large federal agencies
lmow the 1arge. national c0rpora-

tions - people who have access. The smaller. ~
ca1 ~JJi~ do not have that access. " said Rep.

Q)8rles W. -atip" Pickering Jr. (R-Miss.). ~ the
large corporate players are getting the contracts.
And the small. local ones that need to put people
back to work are at a disadvantage.-

The Department of Homeland Sean'ity esti.



CONTRACI'S, From D 1

mates that as of early last week. 72
pen:ent of the $1.6 biDion that the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency bad c;.-Huvlitted 80 far to con-
tracta for Hurricane Katrina relief
went to small ,firms nationwide in ei-
ther prime or subcontracts, said de-
Ftment spokesman Larry 0rlU&0
kie. But he said only 6 percent of the
ftmds have gone to ~~ in
Loui8iaDa. M:188i~-wi and Alabama
- a region where small firms make
1\IP a disproportionately large share
m the eamomy.

"Considering the amOtmt of dev-
a8tati0n.having6pen:ent~of

1doWg it is pretty good." Orluskie
said. "But we want more. "

FEMA ~nan Mary Mar.
garet WaI1cer said the agency istIy-
ing to direct work to small firms
,based in the GuJf Coast as a way to
It:1riDg back economic vitality.

Butoontracting-lawexpertssay
the i\JMDJnent is failing 80 far and
that its faihU'e is unsurprising gi't1en
a contracting system that favors cor.

j porate giants over momenci-pop
,1Jusinesses.

In the first few weeks after the
stom1. Joost contracts were awarded

,based on limited competition. or
-none at aJl To fiD those contractSc.

. ~ ~nWJe'0U8 sman- Ii:-. to DanieIIe . ~the . on~
_IYM-rmr



George Washington University
<:ontradiDg law professor Steven L
~ said lawmakers ~ taken
~ siJx:e Katrina bit that have
;JjBadvantagedsmaUfinns.

F<.' ~ . Coogreaa ~
ian meaae in the ~. i. . .. . . t I cdciaJa
coold charge to government aedit
cards in an emergency from $15,<XX>
to $25O,(XX). The change. SdKIooer
said,~gogemDe1tc6:iaJsto
quietly make mgnificant, DOobid
eaIs withForbmeo5OO-8i R oorIXJra-

cioosmw..'kJODmllygetasideb
small firms. Ye8terday the admini&-
'J'at1on backtracked and brought the
!nit beck down to ita tradjtblal lev-

MeauwbiJe.manykalfirmathat
nut to work with the ~~tE' cx.1tinuetomeetwithfru80 . KeIMIan Prewett saMi be bas

trymg for weeks to get gDgem-
~.bcxm trdng ~ b his
Mi88i88ippi-baaed debris reIOOval~B & P ~ Ixrt that Dei-

the ~ oment ~ the ~
FJorida-baaed AsbBritt

e is retIn'ning his caDs. -X cb1't
why aD these ~ Jd

hereueworkiDg.aDi~Mi&o~ oontractors arel't, . be saKI.

AsbBritt .- ~ requests for
~ to the U.s. Army ~ do
~n~ wbk:h said it is ~
qtheawardofsubcxmtractiog
work to kaI.~-..u=-_nM

caneKatrinarelief.In~to
~1xIikl~-arylDJ8illgb
di~ re8Ienta, the oompany
bas a contract to help feI»ir levees
aI¥I to IXImp water oot of New Or-
leans.

The rompany is MIbcontracting-a
\'e'Y high pen:entage'" of ita work,
said ~~-=n CIlia D. ~-
More than 80 ~ of the sub-
OODtractor8arefnxnw~aI¥I
alxxJt60percentaresmaD~
~ be said. -om- guys are the
mRnA liD g eogineer types - they

~the'M)rk,tbey~the
work. they write the ~. Sam-
DMm8 said. &t aulxxmtradxn exe-
cute a lot of the acbJIl work, he said.

For ~. ~iiiU saMI,
s.wbired~firmaBoh
~ CoostnM:tion Co. LLC and
CajmCODst1'uct(.aInc.Anotber
major Kabioa ax1tract«. HamI.D"-
too C4., is 1miDg .1KXmtractors

heavily, with 76 ~ of them
~&mn~orMi88iBp-
...~diogto~w.xDanMe-
Ji88aNoraoes.

EftD 80, the overan small ~t-
age do axdracta with kx:a1 finDs
-MJgIt8IBalaofadvance.-nnin!'
to tap local sman ~ .-rmers
in an 6:tiw: diuster re8pOOge
strategy,' Sell. ~ J. Soowe (R-
Maine), who chairs the C",-_nmi:::-'"t:
onSmanBusine88a1xiEntrepre-
~ saKi in a stat~

Rep. BeImie ~ (D-Mi88.)
J8:~aseI_a~iD-
~~ into a DOobkI. ~
cla88rooms amtract awaIded to an
oot-dGte '~I-,Jl"'lJ that is sJb.
~ mIM:b <i the ~ He
said the job cooId have been done di-
rectly by an in-«ate firm for rougbly
baJf the pm.

'I1J(xDp8onsaidmanysmaUfinDS
risk going oot of bu8iDe88 if they
ck...'t get ~ in thereaxm Idm.
. An of ~ tbiDg8 being cbIe in the

name of spee<ting tbiDgB up are go-
ingtoelMiupbavinganadverseef-
fed. 00 the ~,' be saki.

ThelD8tib1teforBusiDelSand
Home Safety, an ~ industry
~ gIQJP, e8timats that 25 per-
C81t of oc~~ that ckJ8e during
a disaster will not reopen.

There are signs the government is
trymg to 00 DOe to fImoeI ~
to sman firms. FEMA has begtm
bokting outteacl1 ~ta. and the
H«meIand Security I)ea-rtmeDt is
r*riDg '-I-wnf""W to ita Web site.
1UWW.dhs.gov /0PInf0 1bwift&fS, for
more infurmatioo about obtaiDiDg
a-.trad8. It aJso says it is ~
ing~~totRmI
finDS.

The Baton Rouge.buedSbaw
~ Ilk:.. wbk:h has ~ 18,(XX)
~ and $3 biJ6on in reV8lUe,
hu~gec:88theIarge8t1oc:a1
prU axltrador ~ in Burri-


